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	MARCH 2026
	Lower Snake River Dams
	The Growing Power Need
	Nearly 9,000 MW of new capacity needed by 2030, matching Oregon's entire current load.
	Wind and solar rely on favorable weather conditions - the wind must blow, the sun must shine.
	Federal policy, permitting, and budget constraints hinder new resource development.

	Fighting to Keep the Power Flowing at the

	Welcome, Denise!
	Denise and husband Barney holding Alice  (2 1/2) and Mirabel (4) respectively, with oldest granddaughter Evie,6, standing.
	Denise’s term will expire at the end of 2026, which is the end of the District 3 seat vacated by Jerry Klemm. She has filed to run for election for a full 6-year term this November.
	Who gets to decide the fate of a river? Who gets to decide whether dams produce electricity or whether the turbines remain idle? And who ultimately decides whether a place like Lewiston gets to enjoy the benefits of the dams like we have for more than 50 years? In the case of the ongoing litigation titled National Wildlife Federation, et al. v. National Marine Fisheries Service, et al., Case No. 3:01-cv-00640-SI, a single person, using flawed data and incomplete argument, can indeed make that decision impacting the lives of so many.
	That single person is the Federal judge located in Portland, OR who recently granted the motion from the Plaintiffs, a group that includes the states of Oregon and Washington, numerous environmental groups like the Sierra Club, and four Native American tribes, including the Nez Perce, for emergency injunctive relief to take control of the operations along the Columbia and Snake rivers. This control includes adding continuous spill over the dams through months of the year, preventing the generation of power. It also includes managing the pool levels behind the dams at minimum levels that result in questionable depths for safe navigation.    This judge’s ruling came despite extensive efforts from the attorneys for the Defendants and Defendant-Intervenors. These defenders presented evidence on the science of fish passage and survival, safe navigation, and the actual statutory meaning of a species in jeopardy. It was some of the highest caliber legal drafting I have ever seen. Unfortunately, it became exceedingly clear that this judge’s mind had been made up long before he considered any of the arguments.    So now we live with the effects of this one person’s opinion. True, we have options to appeal and many of the Defendants will travel that path. In the meantime, we will live with the uncertainty of the 100% spill, with our talented barge operators reacting to new conditions as they move 14,000 tons of wheat through a lock in a four-barge tow. We will live with uncertainty of the “experiment” of exposing our fish to 125% total dissolved gas. We will live with the reality of our power bills, historically some of the lowest in the nation, increasing by 40-50% in the coming months. Supply and demand.    I often get asked “how can this be happening?”. To this I reply that plaintiffs to a lawsuit get to select the jurisdiction where they file. A judge friendly to a plaintiff’s cause is a major advantage. But please keep in mind that this lawsuit is merely the prelude to the ultimate fight for our dams in Congress. Only Congress can authorize dam breaching. The Plaintiffs’ current efforts are not as much about saving fish as they are about creating a case to present to Congress. With this Order the Plaintiffs will try to show that our dams do not produce enough power to justify their existence. But even under conditions requiring lower power output, the Lower Snake River Dams still produce enough power to light up 800,000 homes.    So at the end of the day, one person can affect the outcome of an individual battle, but the war remains in our hands. Tell your members of Congress that you support the Lower Snake River Dams and all the benefits they provide for us.
	The Port is delighted to welcome Denise Metz to the Commission following the retirement of longtime Commissioner Jerry Klemm.    “I am so honored to have been selected from a very qualified group of candidates, and following in Commissioner Klemm’s footsteps will not be easy,” said Metz. “I will work hard to always have the citizens’ best interests heard and valued, and to keep the Port of Lewiston on the path of continuous growth.”     Denise brings over 32 years of experience in resource-based industries, including leadership roles at Potlatch, Clearwater Paper, and Idaho Forest Group, where she currently serves as Safety & Security Manager.     “The Port of Lewiston is a cornerstone of growth and commerce,” Denise said. “Its role in supporting agriculture and forestry - two pillars of our local industry - is essential to ensuring our businesses remain competitive and our community thrives.”      Port General Manager Scott Corbitt values the perspective Denise can add to the team. “With her wealth of experience and her open mind, Commissioner Metz will be an ideal leader to help the Port maximize its impact.”     Denise, who has lived in Lewiston since she was 11 years old “turning a wrench” in her Dad’s radiator shop, is grateful for the chance to give back to her community. She and husband, Barney, District Manager for Lewiston Orchards Irrigation District, have been married for 37 years and have two children and three granddaughters. Son Sam and his wife Casey live in Kamiah with daughter Alice. Daughter Kristin Million and husband Justin live in Pullman with their children, Evie and Mirabel.     “I am eager to contribute meaningfully to the continued growth and success of this community,” she said.

	Thank You, Jerry!
	A crowd of well-wishers turned out for the retirement open house of Commissioner Jerry Klemm after nearly two decades of dedicated service on the Commission. Family, friends, colleagues, community members, and even governmental representatives came out in large numbers to give him a warm send-off.  Here he is pictured with current commissioners Joe Anderson (far left) and Mike Thomason (second from right), and former commissioners Todd Maddock (second from left) and Dale Aldredge (far right).We will miss you, Jerry!

	CFC Board of Directors
	Travis Mykelbust Former Lewiston fire chief; current LCSC professor
	Telly Stanger Chief Executive Officer, Clearwater Power
	MaryHasenoehrl Former Port of Lewiston Commissioner
	Jen Blood Operations Manager, Port of Lewiston
	Paul Plofchan Representative, Pivot-Tech Development

	Confluence Advisory Group
	Matt Mellinger President, Northwest Fourslide
	Michelle Ralston Owner, Advantage Advertising
	Bert Sahlberg Communications Manager, Clearwater Paper
	Michael Collins Former Lewiston mayor; current LCSC track coach

	For the Community,  By the Community
	The Port is supporting the formation of Confluence Fiber Communications (CFC) whose mission will be to bring high speed fiber connectivity to every home and business in Lewiston. This network will be built for our community and will be managed by our community without taxpayer dollars or debt to the Port. The local leaders who are tasked with ensuring our community gets every benefit from this network are seen above. A group of 5 makes up the Board of Directors. A group of four additional local leaders comprises the Confluence Advisory Group (CAG) to advise the Board on its connections to the community and the community’s reactions to the project. This group of amazing community leaders will oversee construction of the network and operation of the fiber to every home and business. CFC’s fiber will transform Lewiston!
	OUR VISION

	The Port of Lewiston is a respected leader contributing to the region’s economic growth and vitality: a model of excellence for transportation, international trade, and job creation.
	COMMISSIONERS
	Pictured left to right are: Joseph Anderson, President; Mike Thomason, Vice President; Denise Metz, Secretary/ Treasurer

	OUR TEAM
	Scott Corbitt, General Manager scott@portoflewiston.com Jen Blood, Operations Manager jen@portoflewiston.com Preston Comstock, Finance & Property  Manager, preston@portoflewiston.com Chad Smith, Maintenance Coordinator chad@portoflewiston.com  Mary Iacobelli, Communications  Coordinator, mary@portoflewiston.com
	Port of Lewiston  1626 6th Ave N, Lewiston, Idaho 83501 (208) 743-5531 www.portoflewiston.org




	Art Done Dirty
	After weeks of admiring his work on semitrucks around the Port, we were delighted to catch up with the talented Aaron Decicio, aka "Art Done Dirty." This artist, whose work is seen all around the Valley, uses just a towel and some brushes to create amazing work in the dust on vehicles. His subjects range from stormtroopers and Iron Man to football players and - yes - Gordon Ramsay, a favorite celebrity of wife, Gabrielle. We sure appreciate his talent!!
	Inspo Photo



