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Bidding a 
Fond Farewell



   For Port Commissioner Jerry Klemm, family is at the
heart of everything, in ways both deeply personal and
wonderfully expansive. He views community as an
extension of his family, with his affection for the LC
Valley surpassed only by his love for his wife and
children. 
   Jerry will officially retire from the Port Commission on
January 31 after 18 years of service. At 86, this milestone
caps a lifetime of service to community, loyalty to
people, and a desire for fairness.
   “I’ve always had good people steering me. I love this
community,” Jerry said. “I’ve tried to give back. I feel like
I need to do something for my community.” 
   A self-described “farm kid”, Jerry was raised by
parents, Harold and Helen, in rural Nez Perce County,
near where he lives now. The farm was a small one,
however, and his father supported the family working at
Potlatch Corporation’s sawmill, literally a stone’s throw
away from home. After high school Jerry served in United
States Marine Corps and, after a brief stint working for
the Nez Perce County Road Department, found himself
back at the family business. 
   “I went to work there, and never looked back,”
remembered Jerry. “It was like a family. I got along good
with everyone.”
   For most of his career, Jerry worked as a welder to
provide for his family with wife, Pat, and their children:
sons Perry and Ron and daughter Carol. His strong work
ethic and affable nature earned him admiration from his
colleagues. He dedicated 20 years to representing his
local union on the negotiating committee and served as
union president for 13 years. He was also on the
executive board for the Idaho State AFL-CIO. When he
stepped down as president, many voted for him as a
write-in, despite his decision not to run again.
   “I always felt like I needed to do something to help
situations in any way I could in a way that was fair to
everyone,” said Jerry, who was humbled by the heartfelt
knowledge that he left despite the support of his
coworkers, not because of it. “Knowing that they believed
in me - that I did what was right – was a highlight for
me.” 
   Jerry officially retired from Clearwater Paper in 1999
after 40 years of service. While many might focus on
hobbies like hunting and fishing, Jerry chose to keep
working for the betterment of his community, whether it
was at the local, state, or national level. Post-retirement,
roles have included several years as chair of the Pulp and
Paper Resources Council, a grassroots national
organization he co-founded in 1991 to advocate for the
U.S. forest products industry; serving on the LC Valley
Chamber of Commerce Executive Board for 5 years and
establishing its Natural Resources Committee; and
taking on several roles with the Lewiston Orchards
Irrigation District, where he will remain active.
   His dedication to community led him to the Port
Commission. “I recognized the significance of the Port, 

and the meetings were the best way to gather
information that impacted my community,” he
explained. “When a position opened, I thought, ‘I’m here
anyhow.’”
   Jerry was officially elected in 2008 for District 3, which
covers the southern and eastern part of Nez Perce
County. Over nearly two decades of service, he has
witnessed swift and rewarding positive changes.
“Everything was a challenge, and I was always focused
on finding the best solution,” he said. “Every decision
mattered, big or small, and I gave both the same time and
attention.”
   He reflected that sometimes, what appeared to be a
minor decision—such as approving leases for emerging
companies through the Port’s incubator program—had
significant impacts. Notable successes from this
initiative include Seekins Precision, now a nationally
recognized manufacturer of firearms accessories, and
Clearwater Canyon Cellars, a celebrated Valley winery.
   “From wine to firearms, we’ve covered a broad
spectrum,” Jerry stated. “Knowing I played a small role in 

Committed to 
these local success stories means a great deal to me.” 
  The steady development of Peter K. Wilson Industrial
Park, now home to Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories,
Clearview Eye Clinic, and more, has also been a source of
pride. Jerry also admits, when he started with the Port
back in 2008, he never imagined seeing a cruise ship
dock in Lewiston.
   “I never dreamt of it,” he laughed. “But there were a lot
of discussions, decisions made leading up to it. It was a
three-member Commission that had to compromise, find
solutions. And now we have cruise ships.”
   Throughout his time at the Port, Jerry served on various
committees and boards, including the Resolutions
Committee for the Idaho Water Users Association and
the Executive Board for the Pacific Northwest Waterways
Association. He has interacted with numerous local
officials, state and federal lawmakers, governors, and
presidential aides, all with the aim of advancing his
community. 
   “I look at everyone as an equal,” Jerry said. “No one is
better than anyone else. It’s all about finding 

connections and working toward the best solution for
everyone.” 
   A constant source of support is Pat, his wife of 65 years.
She kept the home fires burning: caring for their children,
preparing meals, making sure his clothing matched, and
that he was packed for the many trips he took for his
career and beyond. In return, he encouraged her to fulfill a
lifelong dream of becoming a registered nurse. She did
just that, and, in keeping with family tradition, spent 25
years at the mill working as a nurse in the first aid station
before retiring herself. 
   “I was really proud of her. She always made sure I had
everything I needed, and I encouraged her to get what she
wanted,” he said with a grin. “She’s pretty cool.” 
   Now, Jerry feels it’s the perfect time to step back and
focus on Pat and his family, which includes several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He’s quick to say
he will still be involved, just with a bit more time to relax.
His legacy of fairness and service will continue to inspire
the LC Valley for years to come.
   You deserve it, Jerry. Thank you.

A Life in Pictures

Legacy...Legacy...

Clockwise from top left: Pat and Jerry
Klemm on their wedding day in 1960;

Jerry and then-Idaho Gov. Butch
Otter;  newspaper article announcing
his election as president of Local 712

of the United Paperworkers
International Union; Jerry with Pat and
their children, Ron, Carol, and Perry;

Jerry and great-granddaughter Grace.
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locals, the guests at our ribbon cutting – all got a taste of what we
can do in the Valley when we execute on good ideas. 
   This impact can also be seen in an old 
life ring presented to the Port by the 
officers and crew of the American West, 
the majestic paddlewheel vessel we hosted 
this year. Signed by the entire crew, this 
life ring was presented to the Port at the 
end of cruise season. When asked why the 
West would do this, the Captain and crew 
responded that we treated them well, 
treated them differently than other ports 
of call, and we responded to their needs to 
make their port call better. This old life ring, with all of its
signatures, means our efforts were appreciated, and is a great
sign that your Port is succeeding as a tourism partner. 
   More than just travel, this type of tourism partnership opens
doors to impactful opportunities in related industries. Think ship
maintenance, storage, or construction. We have our eye on these
possibilities, and boosting economic growth through this new line
of business is a strong, viable possibility. 
   This excitement for this new industry is tempered by the fact
that it can all be taken away. None of these possibilities can
happen without the Lower Snake River Dams or any of the dams
along the Columbia Snake System. We are reaching a point in the
ongoing litigation where a federal judge in Portland, Oregon will
be deciding if our dams can be controlled by environmental
groups and West Coast politicians. Those groups want, in
essence, to shut off the power generation at the dams for at least
5 months of the year to spill water over the dams full time instead
of producing power by flowing through the turbines. 
   Not only is this degree of spill unproven to get results regarding
fish passage, it is likely intended for a far more political purpose:
to later argue to Congress that the dams are producing less
power. This is not an issue for a Portland judge to decide. It is
time to sit down with the Six Sovereigns and all involved to work
toward issues that can actually help the fish. The Governors of
Washington and Oregon have been approached to start talking
about solutions rather than lawsuits. To date, those approaches
have been rebuffed. 
   I recently presented on a panel with one of the spokesmen for
the Six Sovereigns. I spoke about the reasons why the 
dams are so important to the LC Valley: hydropower, water supply, 
industry support, recreation, lifestyle. This spokesman then got
up to speak, acknowledged everything I said, then stated that
none of that mattered, that it was all irrelevant. 
   The local needs of the LC Valley, this community, are far from
irrelevant. If we want to create great opportunities, if we want to
see growth along the river, if we want more old life rings to come
our way, support of our dams is job one. 

Scott Corbitt
Port of Lewiston

General Manager

Reflection: 
Tourism at the Port

   The Port has completed its first season as a
partner in the tourism trade. The Confluence
Riverfront is a true collaboration; our
relationship with American Cruise Lines has
created a place on the river for both guests
and locals to enjoy. Our first year has only
fueled our excitement for the growth and
adventures ahead.
   While we are proud of the beautiful place
that is the Confluence, I think the biggest
impact we have created is with the people who
ventured here to experience “Cruise Idaho”
firsthand. The boat crews, the tourists, the 

   The Idaho Wheat Commission honored Port of
Lewiston Commissioner Joseph “Genesee Joe”
Anderson with the Distinguished Service Award
for more than 40 years of farming, commitment,
mentorship, advocacy, and leadership in Idaho’s
wheat industry. The event also marked Joe’s
official retirement from IWC after more than 20
years of leadership in the industry. In this photo,
Joe is officially completing the ceremonial
‘passing of the shirts’ with Jim Freeburg, who is
replacing him as the District 1 Commissioner.
   “As a commissioner he was thoughtful and
pragmatic with a quiet wisdom,” said Freeburg.
“Joe has been an exceptional mentor, teacher
and friend to me.”

In the News
Distinguished Service Awards

   Port General Manager Scott Corbitt was honored
with the Distinguished Service Award at the
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association's
annual convention in Vancouver, WA. The award
recognizes individuals whose leadership and
dedication enhance the mission of the PNWA. In
his acceptance speech, Corbitt expressed his
gratitude to his staff and Port Commissioners for
their unwavering support and guidance.
Congratulations, Scott! (Pictured are Corbitt and
PNWA Executive Director Neil Maunu).



 

   The Port is at a truly exciting point for all things
broadband with two incredible projects that will
shape the future of connectivity in Lewiston and
North Central Idaho. 

Promising Partnership
   In Lewiston, the Port is on the cusp of launching
a public private partnership with Pivot Tech
Development to bring high speed connectivity to
every address in the city. This will be done
without public funds meaning no new taxes. It
will be run by a nonprofit with amazing local
leadership that will funnel all money back to the
local community, not to some foreign
corporation. Look for the ads for Confluence
Fiber Communications, coming soon!

Middle Mile Milestones
   At the same time, construction is proceeding
ahead of schedule on the Port’s middle mile 

Connecting our Communities

backbone from Moscow to Lewiston to 
Grangeville. Primary contractor Crown Utilities is
making great progress in getting fiber in the
ground to bring high-speed connectivity and an
information super highway to our region and our
state. The Port is proud to be leading the way in
broadband! 

Class at the 
Confluence

   The Port of Lewiston was delighted to welcome
students from Washington State University's
Carson College of Business for a tour of our
Confluence Riverfront Dock and the American
Jazz from American Cruise Lines. 
   Mark Freeman, ACL's Government Affairs
Manager, gave them insights into careers in the
cruising industry, while Christian De La Rosa,
the ACL Hotel General Manager, showed them
around the vessel. 
   The students checked out the top deck,
lounges, dining areas, and the bridge, where
Captain Jack Dagata and Mate Paula Guidry
shared their stories. We are grateful to WSU for
providing us with the chance to showcase the
Confluence Riverfront. Go Cougs!
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Scott Corbitt, General Manager
scott@portoflewiston.com
Jen Blood, Operations Manager
jen@portoflewiston.com
Preston Comstock, Finance & Property 
Manager, preston@portoflewiston.com
Chad Smith, Maintenance Coordinator
chad@portoflewiston.com 
Mary Iacobelli, Communications 
Coordinator, mary@portoflewiston.com

O U R  V I S I O N

C O M M I S S I O N E R S  

The Port of Lewiston is a respected
leader contributing to the region’s
economic growth and vitality: a
model of excellence for
transportation, international trade,
and job creation. 

Port of Lewiston 
1626 6th Ave N, Lewiston, Idaho 83501
(208) 743-5531
www.portoflewiston.org

Pictured left to right: Mike Thomason,
President; Jerry Klemm, Vice President;
Joseph Anderson, Secretary/Treasurer

Safe Harbor

   The American West has successfully wrapped up its first
season at the Confluence Riverfront in the Port of Lewiston. In
contrast to its fleet companion, the American Jazz, which won't
return to our dock until the next cruise season, the American
West will remain here for the winter.
   American Cruise Lines has decided to keep this traditional
paddlewheel-style vessel at the Port's dock during its winter
layover. The Connecticut-based company selected our Idaho
cruise dock for its convenient and high-quality facilities. The
spacious dock area, along with the former machine shop
building, provides an ideal environment for maintenance and
enhancements during the off-season. Additionally, Idaho's
business-friendly environment contributed to the location's
appeal.
   Throughout the winter months, the American West will
accommodate 10 to 12 crew members and an officer who will
oversee the planned improvements to the vessel. The American
West is set to relaunch in April for the 2026 cruise season.

American West Settles in for the Winter

The American West was a
biweekly visitor at  the Port’s
dock during cruise season.


