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 The mission of the Port of Lewiston is to develop and manage assets and services that stimulate job 

creation and trade while entrusted with protecting the quality of life for its citizens.  

What Do Port Commissioners Do? 

 The Port of Lewiston is lead by three 

commissioners who are elected to six-year 

terms by the citizens of Nez Perce County. 

The Commission works to establish long—

term strategies for the Port District, and 

create policies to guide the development, 

growth, and operations of the Port. They 

are also responsible for the Port’s annual 

budgets, approving tax levy rates, and 

hiring the professional staff members 

responsible for the Port’s daily function.  

 The Port of Lewiston Commission 

represent 3 Districts. Mike Thomason 

represents District 1, Mary Hasenoehrl 

represents District 2 , and Jerry Klemm 

represents District 3.  

 Along with governing duties, Port of 

Lewiston Commissioners stay active in the 

community. Our Port 

President, Mike Thomason, 

represents the Port on the 

Valley Vision Board of 

Directors and Executive 

Committee and serves on the 

LC Valley Chamber Board of 

Directors. Our Port Vice 

President, Jerry Klemm, 

represents the Port on the Board of 

Directors and Executive Committee for the 

Pacific Northwest Waterways Association; 

serves on the LC Valley Chamber 

Government Affairs Committee and LC 

Valley Chamber Natural Resources 

Committee. Our Port Secretary and 

Treasurer, Mary Hasenoehrl, represents 

the Port on the Urban Renewal Agency 

Board of Directors and serves on the LC 

Valley Chamber Agriculture Committee. 

 Commissioner Hasenoehrl resigned 

from her position effective December 31, 

2021. By Idaho Code § 70-1407, the 

remaining port commissioners may fill the 

vacancy by appointment within thirty (30) 

days from the vacancy date, for the 

position to be held until the next general  

election November, 2022. The 

Appointment will be made prior to 

January 28, 2022.  

   Mary 
Hasenoehrl 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Jerry klemm 
Vice President 

Mike Thomason 
President  

P o r t  R e p o r t  
December 2021  

The Legislative Tour group gathered for a picture in front of the 

Lower Granite Dam’s turbines.  

 

The Legislative tour boat entering the Lower Granite Dam Lock. 

 In August 2021 several Idaho Legislative Leaders 
traveled to Lewiston for the Columbia Snake River 
System—Idaho Legislative Tour. The tour, which was 
hosted by the Port of Lewiston, was an opportunity to 
help provide Legislators with a better understanding 
of how the dams and the river system benefit the 
state of Idaho.  

 The event started with a dinner and presentations 
for the Legislators and including the Governor of 
Idaho, Brad Little, in attendance. Kristin Meira, 
Executive Director of Pacific Northwest Waterways 
Association (PNWA), presented on current issues 
PNWA is involved with, as well as touching on 
Congressman Simpson’s plan. Alex McGregor, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors for the McGregor 
Company, explained the importance and the benefits 
of the dams and the river system to the agriculture 
industry to the entire Pacific Northwest. Port 
Manager, David Doeringsfeld, finished the night’s 
presentations with an update on the Port of Lewiston 
and the importance of the river system for the Lewis-
Clark Valley and an overview of the dam tour the 
Legislators would be taking.  

 The Legislators traveled up river and toured Lower 
Granite Dam, which is one of the four dams located 
on the Lower Snake River. The tour included 
presentations on Hydropower, Fish Passage, and 
Navigation.  

 

 The Lower Four Snake River dams are part of a 

system on the  Columbia and Snake rivers that allows 

producers of different commodities to export their 

products to the world by barge. According to PNWA, 

about 15 million metric tons of wheat destined for 

export move through the Columbia-Snake system in 

2020.  

 Having the opportunity to see the river and dam 

up close provides State leaders with a better 

understanding of the important role they play in 

supporting the benefits of the river system for Idaho.  

 
Kristin Meira presented on current events that PNWA is working on 

relating to the river system . Read more, page 2 

Idaho Legislative Leadership Visits Lewiston 



Turnabout Article  
Provided by John McKern 

 The Lewiston Tribune’s Aug. 14 Turnabout criticizes science behind keeping the lower Snake River 

dams. Since the 1950’s, the Corps of Engineers has relied on Federal, university, private, and state fishery 

researches to gather mountains of information for improving survival of juvenile and adult salmon 

passing the lower Snake and Columbia River dams. Blaming the lower Snake River dams for the status of 

Snake River salmon is like blaming the last straw for breaking the camel’s back.  

 The truth is that the lower Snake River dams provide very high survival for both upstream migrating 

adult salmon and downstream migrating juvenile salmon. 

 Blaming high water temperatures on those four dams is bogus, too. Up to 80-degree water coming 

from eastern Oregon rivers and southern Idaho water flows through  Hells Canyon and over the top of 

cool water from the Clearwater River in Lower Granite Reservoir. At the confluence of the Snake and 

Clearwater Rivers, a few feet below the surface, temperatures are less than 70 degrees.  

 Loss of upstream spawning habitat due to dams in the Clearwater Basin, the Hells Canyon complex, 

Sunbeam Dam and other small dams and diversions in the Salmon River Basin, eliminated 66% of the 

spring and summer chinook and 85% of the fall chinook habitat in Idaho. From the 1860s to the 1970s, 

Columbia River salmon runs were severely overharvested. By 1939, less than half a million of all species 

combined migrated over Bonneville Dam. Not until the 2000s did the combined runs exceed one million 

— with the lower Snake River dams in place for over half a century.  

 In 1990s, fishery agencies and tribes advocated more spill. The Corps developed overflow weirs, so 

fish would not be subjected to the excess turbulence and rapid decompression going under standard spill 

gates. Raised spillway weirs were installed at all the lower Snake River dams, McNary and John Day dam. 

Using mass spill to bypass juvenile salmon subjects them to extreme pressure changes as 30 of the 34 

spill gates pass water 40 feet deep with instantaneous pressure loss. Adult fish falling back through 

narrow slots under the gates are injured and subjected to high gas supersaturation that leaves them and 

juvenile fish compromised and subject to injury or predation. 

 Using smolt-to-adult return rates is bogus, because in high ocean survival years, fishery agencies 

liberalize harvest, depressing SARs. In poor ocean years, harvest is limited by the fishery agencies, but 

poor ocean conditions cause lower SARs. Snake River SARs are measured at Lower Granite Dam, so 

obviously the more adults harvested the lower the SARs. Recent studies show that Snake River SARs are 

higher than many undammed rivers from Alaska to California.  

 In 1977, the worst drought year, Snake River salmon and steelhead smolts started downriver; many 

residualized before reaching the Columbia. The Corps used two barges and NMFS trucks for the first mass 

transportation program. Less than two million smolts were transported from early juvenile fish collection 

facilities at Lower Granite and Little Goose dams.  

Read more, page 4 

The Corps has used fish trucks and fish barges since 1981 to operate the program as prescribed by the 

fishery agencies and tribes. In 2001, the fishery agencies thought Snake River salmon would be 

devastated by the extreme drought, but transportation was maximized, and the runs were saved. 

 At the peak in the 1990s, over 25 million smolts were transported from the Snake River and McNary 

Dam. With the current mass spill program, the numbers and percentages of fish transported are greatly 

reduced. Breaching the lower Snake River dams would eliminate the fish transportation program and the 

need for 11 fish hatcheries developed to compensate for mortality caused by the dams. Those hatcheries 

produce juvenile salmon and steelhead that now offset a multitude of habitat losses while survival 

through the lower Snake River dams is the highest it has been since they were built.  

 

John McKern, Retired Biologist 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

Consultant, Fish Passage Solutions, LLC 

  

      PNWA Annual Convention 

 In October 2021, Port Commissioner Jerry Klemm, Port Manager 

David Doeringsfeld and other Port staff traveled to Vancouver, Washington for the PNWA 

2021 Annual Convention. The Port of Lewiston had the opportunity to hear and learn from 

several presenters on different topics ranging from waterway updates from the US Army 

Corps of Engineers to updates on farm issues from Idaho Farm Bureau. As well as an 

opportunity to update convention participants on projects happening at the Port of 

Lewiston.  

 Our port manager, David 

Doeringsfeld, was presented with 

a Distinguished Service Award 

during the convention. 

Distinguished Service Award 

recipients are selected for their 

significant contributions to the 

Northwest navigation, energy, 

irrigation, and recreation 

communities.  


