
  

THE AMOUNT THE US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
ESTIMATES SHIPPERS SAVE ANNUALLY BY BARGING INSTEAD 

OF USING OTHER FORMS OF TRANSPORTATION.  

The Corps estiŵates the ŵoǀeŵeŶts oŶ the Loǁer SŶake Riǀer saǀe aďout $ϭϬ.9Ϭ 
per toŶ ǀersus ŵoǀiŶg ďǇ rail. IŶ ϮϬϭϮ, ϯ.ϯ ŵillioŶ toŶs traǀeled the Loǁer SŶake 

Riǀer saǀiŶg loĐal shippers approǆiŵatelǇ $ϯϲ ŵillioŶ, ŵoŶeǇ that ĐaŶ ĐirĐulate iŶ 
the loĐal eĐoŶoŵǇ rather thaŶ paǇiŶg traŶsportatioŶ Đosts. 

YEARS GRAIN BARGES HAVE 
BEEN LIGHTLOADED TO AVOID 

BEING GROUNDED.  

LightloadiŶg results iŶ higher shippiŶg 
Đosts aŶd affeĐts the aďilitǇ of graiŶ 

shippers to Đoŵpete iŶ eǆport ŵarkets.  

YEARS SINCE THE ϭϰ’ DEEP BY 
ϮϱϬ’ WIDE NAVIGATION 

CHANNEL AND BERTHING 
AREAS AT LEWISTON AND 

CLARKSTON HAVE BEEN 
DREDGED  

as a result, soŵe areas ǁithiŶ the 
ŶaǀigatioŶ ĐhaŶŶel are as shalloǁ as ϳ ft. 

GRAIN BARGES, ALTHOUGH 
LIGHTLOADED, HAVE 

͞GROUND OUT,͟ OR STRUCK 
UNDERWATER SEDIMENT 

SINCE THE LAST NAVIGATION 
CHANNEL MAINTENANCE.  

This poses ŵajor safetǇ ĐoŶĐerŶs for 
ǁorkers aŶd other users of the 

ŶaǀigatioŶ ĐhaŶŶel preseŶt at the tiŵe 
of grouŶdiŶg.  

A LOCAL FARMER’S COST TO 
EXPORT WOULD EASILY 

DOUBLE WITHOUT THE OPTION 
TO BARGE.  

AssuŵiŶg aŶ alterŶatiǀe ŵode ǁould ďe 
aǀailaďle, as there is shortage iŶ rail aŶd 

truĐk serǀiĐe. 

 

Cruise ďoat guests aŶd Đreǁ ŵeŵďers  

ŵade use of the Port of ClarkstoŶ faĐilities iŶ ϮϬϭϰ.  
CurreŶtlǇ, soŵe Đruise ďoats ĐaŶŶot use the doĐk 

speĐifiĐallǇ desigŶed for tourisŵ aŶd ŵust iŶstead off-load 
at aŶ iŶdustrial doĐk. This disĐourages Đruise ďoats froŵ 
staǇiŶg iŶ our area aŶd liŵits ŵoŶeǇ speŶt iŶ the ǀalleǇ. 
Failure to ŵaiŶtaiŶ the ŶaǀigatioŶ ĐhaŶŶel aŶd ďerthiŶg 

areas iŵpaĐts ŵore thaŶ agriĐulture aŶd iŶdustrǇ—it 
hurts tourisŵ aŶd reĐreatioŶal users as ǁell. 

LESS AIR POLLUTION THAN DIESEL 
TRAINS AND 

LESS AIR POLLUTION THAN TRUCKS  

The eŶǀiroŶŵeŶtal ďeŶefits of ďargiŶg freight Đoŵpared to 
other traŶsportatioŶ optioŶs should ďe iŶĐluded ǁheŶ 
ǁeighiŶg the ďeŶefits of ŵaiŶtaiŶiŶg the ŶaǀigatioŶ 

ĐhaŶŶel.  
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ϭϵϴϯ 

ϮϬϭϮ 

SŶake Riǀer Freight TraffiĐ, Food & Farŵ ProduĐts 

IŶ Noǀeŵďer, the US Arŵy Corps of EŶgiŶeers deterŵiŶed there ǁas aŶ iŵŵediate Ŷeed to reŵoǀe iŵpediŵeŶts to ŶaǀigatioŶ ďy dredgiŶg the doǁŶstreaŵ loĐk approaĐh at IĐe Harďor Daŵ aŶd the 
ĐoŶflueŶĐe of the SŶake aŶd Clearǁater riǀers at the upstreaŵ eŶd of the Loǁer GraŶite Reserǀoir. Perŵits ǁere also issued to ŵaiŶtaiŶ the ďerthiŶg areas at the Ports of LeǁistoŶ aŶd ClarkstoŶ. 
There are oŶly ϳϲ days iŶ ǁhiĐh dredgiŶg ĐaŶ oĐĐur, iŶ order to proteĐt fish speĐies. The fish ǁiŶdoǁ ruŶs froŵ DeĐ. ϭϱ-Feď. Ϯϴ. 

OPPONENTS TO DREDGING CLAIM THAT FREIGHT TRAFFIC IS IN 
STEADY DECLINE, BUT THE TRUE NUMBERS REFLECT HISTORIC 

FLUCTUATIONS  

A reĐeŶt drop iŶ totals is due to:  the Great ReĐessioŶ, a sigŶifiĐaŶt loĐk outage 
;ϮϬϭϬ-ϭϭͿ, Đlosure of the Port of Wilŵa oil storage terŵiŶal aŶd laďor issues at the 

Port of PortlaŶd.  

Despite it all, the Port of LeǁistoŶ’s priŵarǇ eǆports —food aŶd farŵ produĐts—
are Ŷoǁ Ŷear the loŶg-ruŶ aǀerage.  

IŶ ϮϬϭϯ, the Port of LeǁistoŶ eǆported approǆiŵatelǇ Ϯϯ.ϱ ŵillioŶ 
ďushels of graiŶ aŶd ϰ,ϰϬϬ ĐoŶtaiŶers. The ϮϬϭϯ/ϮϬϭϰ Đrop ǁas the 

largest eǀer haŶdled ďǇ the Leǁis-Clark TerŵiŶal. 


