
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Idaho Barley Commission 
821 W. State Street 

Boise, ID 83702 
 

 

Idaho Grain Producers 
Association 

821 W. State Street 
Boise, ID 83702 

 

Idaho Wheat Commission  
821 W. State Street 

 Boise, ID 83702 

March 16, 2012 
 
RE:   Comments, Port of Lewiston dock extension project application 
 
To Whom it May Concern:  
 
The Idaho Grain Producers Association (IGPA) writes regarding the Port of Lewiston (the Port) 
application to the US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to construct an extension of the dock 
located on the northern banks of the Clearwater River. 
 
The IGPA is a non-profit advocacy association composed of twenty two county affiliates and 
over 700 farms and farmer members representing the needs and interests of wheat and barley 
producers before the Idaho State Legislature, Congress and federal agencies. Based in Boise, 
Idaho, the IGPA is grower-governed and grower-funded, and works in areas as diverse as 
federal farm policy, trade, environmental regulation, research, and transportation 
infrastructure. 
 
The Port is a multi-modal facility that serves as a vital link between the farmer and customer. 
The Port serves as Idaho’s only export terminal for bulk shipments of grain and is a critical 
component to keeping grain producers and the region competitive in the global agricultural 
marketplace. 
 
Idaho’s 2011 wheat crop is anticipated to be 107.2 million bushels valued at approximately 
$750 million. Over fifty percent (50%) of Idaho annual production of wheat moves through 
export elevators in the Pacific Northwest to overseas destinations.  Thirty-five percent (35%) of 
Idaho’s wheat moves to market positions on barges via the Columbia-Snake River System. The 
Port is located within the North Idaho region (ten northern most counties), where ninety-seven 
percent (97%) of wheat produced annually is shipped by barge for staging before final export to 
foreign trading partners.  
 
The Port’s desire through the application to lengthen the existing 125-ft dock by additional 150-
feet is fully supported by the IGPA.  The expansion project will undoubtedly increase the 
operational efficiencies of the Port thereby allowing improved and timely movement of Idaho 
sourced grain to the customer.  The project would improve the Port’s competitiveness and 



viability which would likewise bolster the State of Idaho’s agricultural economy and benefit 
many more. 
 
The system provides the most efficient, environmentally friendly mode to ship bulk 
commodities such as wheat.  The Pacific Northwest Waterways Association estimates that a 
typical four-barge tow is equivalent the carrying capacity of 538 trucks.  Barge movements 
along the Columbia-Snake River System displace 700,000 trucks from highways throughout the 
Pacific Northwest.   
 
Efforts to increase river efficiencies, such as proposed in this application, will help ensure 
continued effectiveness of the river system while maximizing environmental quality in the 
Pacific Northwest region.  If the Port were prohibited from pursuing capital improvements to 
this end, increased movements of goods via trucks would result in reduced air quality from 
additional fossil fuel emissions and added safety concerns on the highway system. To wit, the 
economic competitiveness of Idaho’s wheat and barley producers would be harmed from 
millions in added transportation costs and market loss opportunities.   
 
In conclusion, the Port of Lewiston’s application for approval of an extension to the existing 
dock structure is intended to maintain a critical economic link directly and indirectly sustaining 
thousands of jobs, communities and economic activity, especially in the agricultural industry.  
Any impact to the environment during construction and post-construction will be minimal and 
temporary at best when compared to the long-term efficiencies and economic benefits realized 
through the project’s completion. 
 
The IGPA requests your thorough consideration of these factors and comments in the Corps 
evaluation of the merits of this proposal. 
 
Best regards, 

  
 

Tim Dillin, Chair 
Idaho Barley Commission 
 

Joseph R. Anderson, President    
Idaho Grain Producers Assn. 
  

Gordon Gallup, Chair 
 Idaho Wheat Commission
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